
 

 

  

 

 

Important Information 

 

 

 Attendance  - ‘Attend and Achieve’ is a motto we are very proud of 

at school. If your child is not here, then they cannot learn. Please 

work with us to ensure that your child has the best possible 

opportunity to succeed.  

 

 PE - Please ensure that your child has suitably labelled clothing 

which remains in school throughout the week.   

  Class 3  Monday afternoon 

  Class 4   Monday afternoon 

 

 Homework - Homework is handed out on a Thursday and should be 

returned by the following Tuesday. Homework is an essential part of 

the curriculum and is used to reinforce class learning. As such, it 

should be  completed to the highest standard in pencil.  Please 

remember that reading and spelling are part of your child’s weekly 

homework.  

 

 Spellings - Spellings are handed out on a Friday and the children are 

tested the following Friday on them. Please ask your child for their 

spelling log.  It can usually be found in the depths of their book bag! 

Always remember spelling logs on a Friday. Please ensure that  you 

encourage your child to learn these weekly spellings and test them 

using the ‘look, cover, say, write, check’ method. 

 

 Equipment - Children are expected to bring their Spelling Logs, 

Reading Journal and Reading Books every day.  

 

 

We would like to thank you for taking the time to read our Welcome 

Booklet. If you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact 

the school directly or  simply catch us at the door when dropping off or 

collecting your child. 

 

 

  

 

 

Welcome to  

Year 1 

  

 
Autumn Term  

2017 
Mrs Hood, Mrs Viccars, Mrs Finkill, Mrs Elderfield,  

Mrs Stonehouse and Mrs Woods 



 

English 

This term in English, we will be focusing on: fairy-tales, story writing and leading 

up to Christmas, instructional texts and poems. As always, we will be continuing 

our work with links to speaking, listening, drama, reading and writing. The chil-

dren will be reading stories about the island adventures of Katie Morag and devel-

oping their application of the writing checklist. As part of our English lessons, 

children will be expanding their use of spelling and grammar including verbs, 

nouns, adjectives and common exception words. 

  

Reading 

In Key Stage One, we are passionate about reading. Throughout the year, the chil-

dren will be studying the work of a range of different authors. Reading is part of 

your child’s homework and we want parents/carers, as well as school, to embrace 

and share the love of reading. Children will be rewarded for every day they read at 

home so please remember to sign their reading records. For every ten instances of 

reading, special stickers will be earned. When your child has read 50 times at 

home, they will receive a certificate. Potentially, this means that a certificate for 

300 is possible! Last year, we had many children were very proud to receive their 

300 certificate. Enjoy the challenge! 

 

Phonics 

In Key Stage 1, we are committed to the teaching of phonics. Phonics is central to 

the development of reading which allows children to decode and blend, enabling 

them to become more fluent readers. It is important when reading at home to en-

courage and give your child time to self-correct, using their phonic knowledge to 

decode unfamiliar words.  

 

Spelling 

Your child will be given spellings each week on Fridays and will be tested on the 

following Friday. Head Teacher stickers are awarded weekly to those achieving 

100% and are highly valued by the children. In Year 1, the children will continue 

to develop their spelling of the common exception words and will look at a range 

of suffix endings. These will include ed, ing, s, est, and er.  

 

In Mathematics, we will be concentrating on place value of two digit numbers, 

knowing and using number facts and the importance of using and understanding 

specific maths vocabulary. Children will be taught the written methods for all four 

number operations. There will also be a particular focus on knowing and using 

times tables facts and number bonds. These will be taught in a variety of methods. 

We encourage children to recall by rote. As we develop, we will promote the rapid, 

random recall of these facts. All children in Year 1 are expected to know and rap-

idly recall their 2, 5 and 10 times tables. This is the National Curriculum expecta-

tion.  

 

The Wider Curriculum 

We place great importance on being able to provide a broad and balanced 

curriculum.  As an extension of the English lesson, we have developed a ’literary’ 

approach to learning.  

 

As part of our study of Katie Morag in English, the children will be learning about 

An Island Home. We will be asking geographical questions about specific locations 

and using maps to explore our local area and beyond. The children will have the 

opportunity to compare Redcar with a small island home off the coast of Scotland, 

whilst identifying differences in landscapes, jobs, weather and modes of transport.  

 

This terms homework challenge will be to design and build a cart to help Katie 

deliver the mail around the island. This is an excellent opportunity to work with 

your child on an exciting design project. More details will be given in due course. 

During our topic on ‘The Great Fire of London’, the children will be able to place 

key events in chronological order and discuss how and why the fire spread. The 

local Fire Brigade will also be visiting school to support this topic and remind 

children of the importance of fire safety. 

 

Our coverage in science this term includes observation and description of seeds, 

bulbs and flowers. The children will carry out a number of experiments and 

investigations including growing sunflowers, looking at life cycles and comparing 

flowers. 

  
Physical Education for the children will be focusing on dance and Gymnastic 

skills. A polite reminder that named PE kits are needed in school everyday and the 

only jewellery acceptable are stud earrings (which need to be removed by the child).  

 

Religious Education in the Autumn Term will involve the children studying how 

they are special and their sense of belonging as well as learning about harvest. 

Leading up to Christmas, the children will focus on the true meaning of the 

festivities. 

 

Computing is used across many areas of the curriculum but our focus will be on 

basic skills, researching topics and using Bee-Bots to program instructions and 

move around a given map. This gives children opportunities to investigate a variety 

of alternative routes leading to the same destination. We will also teach the 

importance of internet safety. 

 

Educational visits are also a great stimulus for your child.  The children will be 

visiting local areas of interest including Locke Park and our fabulous coastline. 

Moreover, we are organising a trip to Saltholme Bird Sanctuary in Teesport. 

 


