
Friday, 23 February 2018 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Families 
Years 3 & 4 really enjoyed their trip to the Abu Bakr Mosque and Cultural Centre this week. It was 
a fascinating and very valuable opportunity for the children to learn about a different religion and 
culture to increase their understanding of the wider world. We are very proud of them as they were 
so respectful and open minded; their behaviour was impeccable.  
 
Our football team had a match against Ings Farm this week. We hit the back of the net twice but, 
despite putting Ings Farm under pressure, we lost 4-2.  We are struggling to find our form at the 
moment, like Middlesbrough (!), but we are improving and we are sure a victory is imminent. ☺ 
 
On Wednesday, Nursery children enjoyed having their parents/carers in school for the Time for 
Talk workshop; they are already looking forward to seeing you again for next week’s workshop! 
 
Thank you to our Nursery parents/carers who attended the Nursery Expectations workshop on 
Thursday after school. Mrs Rhodes explained what the children have been doing in Nursery and 
discussed ideas on how to help the children at home.  We hope you found it useful and informative. 
 
Congratulations to Mr Pajak’s class, for receiving a visit from Leonardo this week. 96% of the class 
scored 100% in their spelling test.  Well done Class 14! 
 
Our birthday children for this week are: Ellie-Mae Dixon, Hannah Bailey, Luke Bentley, Jack Rolfe, 
Nefeli Iakovou, Jaden Mathie, Jacob Colley and Jackson Dane. Many happy returns to you all. 
 
Home Reading award: 
100 times: Alfie Smith, Ollie Everington, Cody Lamb, Isaac Main, Mia Moylan and Ellie-Mai Duggan. 
150 times: Abigail Dexter and Bailey Brown. 
Well done to you all.  Keep reading and enjoying! 
 
Next Thursday, 1 March is World Book Day and this year’s theme is TAKE 10. The campaign 
is directly aimed at parents and carers, highlighting the importance of spending just 10 minutes a 
day reading and sharing stories with their children. This year we are asking children to bring in their 
favourite book so that they can talk about it and share it with others. A range of short stories will be 
read throughout the day and staff will also be sharing their favourite stories.  
 
Please could we ask that for 10 minutes every day next week, all parents and carers share reading 
with their child in true celebration of reading and World Book Day. No matter what the age, sharing 
stories is an opportunity to spend quality time together; reading has a vital impact on a child’s 
outcomes in life as the love of reading is the key to understanding. Put simply, reading together is 
good for you. Next Friday we shall be awarding certificates for all who participate; please sign your 
child’s reading journal/card to show this has been done!  
 
Our wonderful kitchen staff will also be sharing a very special lunchtime menu on Thursday based 
on the theme of books including:  The Tiger Who Came To Tea, The Very Hungry Caterpillar and 
Gruffalo’s Scrambled Snake (popcorn not snake!) ☺ 
 
We have also purchased new books for our library from the Waterstones Children’s Book of the 
Year shortlist. Next week we shall be hosting a published poet in school, Andy Croft and Early 
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Years children will be visiting the central library as part of their Thursday community walk.  We are 
very mindful of not asking our families to have to spend money on a costume for this day and so 
the children shall be wearing school uniform as normal. Happy reading everyone!    
 
Our Head teacher’s award this week is for demonstrating understanding of British values:  
Connor Elliott, Max Davies, Kacey-Leigh Wild, Ethan Haytack, Erin Lawton, Will Brow,  
Ellie-Mai Duggan and Amelie Elderfield.  Well done everyone! 
 
Voice of the School Council:  School Council have been busy sampling food at lunchtimes as we 
review our menus.  Thank you for your feedback everyone. 
 
Out of School Achievements: Poppy Dunn, dancing competition trophy; Jenson Jones, football 
trophy for doing his best. 
 
Class attendance this week goes to: Mr Pajak’s class with 98.3%.  Well done Class 14! 
 
Tidiest cloakroom: Miss Basham’s class.  Well done Class 10! 
 
 
 

Have a lovely weekend everyone and take care 
Miss Pusztai, Staff and Governors of Newcomen Primary School 

 


