
28 April 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We hope you are all keeping well and staying safe. We take absolute pride in our Newcomen 
Family ethos; being apart from you all has only strengthened this bond further.  
 
It has been an absolute pleasure to see how well you are all coping during these uncertain times. 
Observing many of the children’s happy faces on Twitter and receiving such warm and positive 
feedback from our staff who are in the process of making contact with you all has filled me with 
pride. Your ability to provide stability and as much consistency as possible to your children over 
this period is a testament to your strength and perseverance.  
 
We hope your children have enjoyed completing the homework packs over the last few weeks and 
that it has provided the right balance for you at home. We have taken immense comfort from the 
feedback we have received so far about this.  As detailed previously, school will continue to 
provide homework to support learning at home. Many thanks to our phenomenal staff who have 
been busy putting the packs together. The staff have been extremely diligent in creating tasks that 
are relevant and specific to your children and their learning. We do hope they enjoy working 
through them.  
 
Yesterday in school, the children were working on an activity based on their thoughts for a tree of 
gratitude. The children were amazing and had some really insightful opinions about what they 
were grateful in life for. We would really like to extend this activity to all our children and I am sure 
the conversations you have with your child about this will be really meaningful. Within every 
homework pack that is due to be distributed, you will notice that we have included a white luggage 
label. It would be lovely if your child could take the time to write a message of what they are 
grateful for. Please ensure that they also put their name at the bottom of the message.  Every day 
next week, we will leave a box on the bench for the messages to be returned. Our intention is to 
then laminate all our children’s messages and attach them to our very own ‘Tree of Gratitude’. We 
would like to keep this to remind us of what really matters.  
 
The next homework packs for the next few weeks can be collected from school on the following 
days: 
  
Thursday 30th April – Year 5 
Friday 1st May – Year 6 
Monday 4th May – Year 4  
Tuesday 5th May – Year 3 
Wednesday 6thMay – Year 2 
Thursday 7th May – Year 1 
Friday 8th May  - Early Years  
 
The packs will be set out on the benches next to the staff car park and will not be 
individually named. Please be mindful of social distancing.  
 
If you are unable to collect work on the specified day, please contact the office to make 
arrangements to collect the homework on a day that is convenient to you. Likewise, if you are self-
isolating and are unable to collect the homework, please contact the office and we will do our best 
to make arrangements for the pack to be delivered to your home.  
 
As we have previously stated, the completion of the homework pack is entirely at your discretion.  
You know your children better than anyone. The key point of any learning at home is for you to 
spend precious time with your children, to offer reassurance and to act as a beacon of positivity. 
What is of paramount importance is that you and your family stay safe and healthy.  We certainly 
do not want to cause any stress during these challenging times. If you are going to choose to do 



one thing, enjoy reading with your child as this is a key life skill. However, we do hope that your 
children enjoy completing the homework tasks set for them. 
 
Please take comfort from the fact that we are simply trying to do our best and to remember that 
the blue sky is always there even if we can’t see it sometimes. This is our new normal and we will 
embrace every day for the benefit of those we hold so dear.  One day we will be together as one. 
Simul et Unum.      
 
Warmest wishes, 
 
Miss Pusztai 


