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Tuesday 19th May 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I really hope that you and your families are keeping well during these challenging times. It has been 
lovely to be able to wave at and talk with families who have passed by my window during the school 
day. Your unwavering commitment to your precious families and your desire to do everything in your 
power to ensure your children continue to remain safe is a shared source of strength.  The immense 
struggles and challenges faced over the course of the last eight weeks have served as a reminder to 
show us what is truly important…what truly matters.  
 
As part of the roadmap out of lockdown announced by the Prime Minister on Sunday 10th May, schools 
have been asked to prepare to open in a phased return to many more children after the half-term break.  
This is dependent on the 5 key tests being met:  including a decrease in the rate of infection and the 
enabling programmes set out in the roadmap operating effectively. 
 
Documentation from the Department of Education has been presented to schools over the course of 
last week to consider and process. This includes a Planning Guide for Primary Schools released last 
Thursday which is a first draft guidance document. Many guidelines and recommendations have been 
highlighted including the implementation of social distancing, inviting fewer pupils into school, splitting 
children up into ‘pods’ and incorporating staggered lunch and pick up/drop off times to name just a few.  
 
At Newcomen, we are very proud of the honest genuine relationship we have with our families. I take 
my responsibility to give our children the very best education and life chances possible very seriously 
indeed. We all very much want the children and staff back in school and have our Newcomen Family 
thriving as it does best. However, I strongly believe that this can only happen when it is safe to do so. 
As stated by the Prime Minister: the coronavirus is the most vicious threat this country has faced in his 
lifetime. During my 10 years of leadership at Newcomen, I would like to think that I have proven to be 
someone who makes no apologies for putting the best interests of the children at the heart of everything. 
I also have a duty of care to the entire school community - staff, governors and families.  This is a huge 
responsibility; the entire Newcomen family is one I hold extremely close to my heart. I value you all and 
the role you play in making this school the remarkable place it is.  
 
As such, I have made the decision to open school to the Y6 pupils only with a provisional start date of 
Monday 8th June. The final decision on this will be reliant on scientific tests set out by the Government 
and which will be reviewed by them on 28 May 2020.  We should have more answers then.  I feel that 
this gives the school enough time to implement the strict Government guidelines and protocols being 
asked. I take the safety and wellbeing of the whole school community extremely seriously.  Every 
decision I make will be with safety and wellbeing at the forefront of this. Only once I am happy with the 
integration of the Y6 children into school, will I consider opening to the younger children in Reception 
and Year 1. I strongly believe that the decision to bring back the Y6 children first is the correct one. It 
remains very clear that social distancing in a primary school is extremely difficult indeed. Allowing the 
oldest and more mature children to come back first, is the most sensible idea as they will be the most 
receptive to the many complex guidelines and protocols we will have to implement over the course of 
the school day.  
 



I fully recognise that this is an extremely disconcerting time for you all.  I want to be honest with you 
and explain the guidance we will have to follow. Please be aware that this is strictly provisional and 
subject to change:  
 

● Children will be separated into groups or ‘Pods’ as this will further limit any spread of the virus. 
Each Pod will have a maximum of 8 pupils. This will allow us to try to ensure social distancing 
is implemented. Once the adult and group of children are in a Pod, it is vital that these Pods 
remain the same to avoid cross-contamination. Children will stay with their Pod for the whole 
day with their teacher and will eat a packed lunch in the classroom. There will be a rota for 
breaks and time outside. 

● Due to numbers of children, staff availability and deep clean protocols, a rota system may be 
implemented. This may mean that your child may not be in school every day of the week.  

● Children may not be supervised by their own class teacher or be placed in their own classroom. 

● The Government has advised schools to store their everyday resources.  Therefore, only those 
items that can be sterilised and thoroughly cleaned will be available for the children to use.  

● The start and end of the school day may be staggered. 

● For the children not at school, homework packs will continue to be provided.  

● The school will continue to remain open to the parents/carers of key worker children.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to try and reassure you the best I can and to let you know that myself 
and my phenomenal team are striving to do what is best for the children in order to keep them as safe 
as is possible. I am Chair of the Strategic Education Board, a forum in which we discuss with colleagues 
within the Local Authority the best way we can support schools to be as safe as they can be in these 
unprecedented times. What is very apparent is that each individual school’s offer will be very different 
and will be based on individual school’s unique circumstances.  
 
We recognise and respect the fact that you know your child and your personal circumstances better 
than anyone so we will not be placing any pressure whatsoever on parents/carers to send their child 
into school. Nor will families be penalised for keeping their child at home. You need to do what is best 
for you and your children. I will let you know when this expectation changes, in line with the 
Government’s advice. 
 
I will be in touch with the Y6 families in the first instance to gauge your feelings regarding sending your 
child to school on Monday 8th June.  Whatever decision you make, Newcomen Primary School is here 
to support you during this testing period. 
 
As more information is released, I will share this with you. Please know the school is always here for 
you and should you require anything at all, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
I strongly believe that when we are all able to be reunited in a safe manner, the Newcomen Primary 
School family will be even stronger than we were before. In the meantime, keeping those we hold so 
dear safe must be our priority.  Better times are not too far away. 
 
It is an absolute privilege working with you and being Headteacher of our wonderful school.  
 
With best wishes, 
 
 
Kinga Pusztai    Mark Hassack 
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