
Thursday 27th August 2020  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

RE: Welcome Back – Tuesday September 1st 2020 

 

I hope you are all well and you have had a wonderful and restful summer with your 

amazing children. The time has flown by and their return back to school is now upon 

us.  We truly hope they are as excited as we are about the prospect of us all being 

reunited in a safe and nurturing environment. 

 

We are acutely aware of the wellbeing and pastoral needs of our children and that 

is why they are going back to their old teacher and classroom for the first four weeks 

of term. They will find this incredibly reassuring. This will also enable the class teacher 

to start the academic year knowing exactly where the children are at on their 

learning journey and to reduce the gap in lost learning time. When our children 

return, we will ensure that they have all of the love, guidance and support to flourish.  

 

We appreciate that there may be some level of anxiety for you and your children 

regarding the return to school. I would not be asking the children to return to school 

if I did not think it was safe to do so. We have been working incredibly hard through 

the summer break to make the necessary arrangements for the children to safely 

return in the coming days. We are confident that we have a robust and effective 

plan in place for ensuring Newcomen Primary School can open to all of our children 

in the safest possible manner. The safety and wellbeing of the entire school 

community has always been, and always will be, at the forefront of any decisions 

made.   

 

We will do everything in our power to ensure the children have the necessary 

pastoral support in place to reassure them and enable them to re-integrate happily 

and safely.  Your children are our most precious asset. We cannot wait to see them 

and we have every faith any anxieties will turn into smiles after the first day back! 

 

Please see below our set of guidelines to better inform you of our plans and 

expectations for the return of all the children to school on Tuesday September 1st.   

 

With warmest wishes, 

 

 

 

Miss Pusztai and all the staff at Newcomen Primary School  

 



Dropping off and picking up 

 In order to minimise the number of people on site at any one time, we will 

be staggering the start and end of the school day.  

 I appreciate that some of you have children across several key stages.  In 

order to maintain a safe and efficient running of the school, please drop 

off and collect all of your children at the time slot allocated to your 

youngest child. For example, if you have a child in Reception and Year 3, 

you would drop them both off at 8.30am and collect them both at 

2.30pm.  Classroom locations are the same as last year. Remember it is 

your child’s old class before lockdown commenced.  

 If you have a child in afternoon Nursery and they have a sibling in another 

year group, please collect them at the same time as their older sibling.  

 Please see below the start and finish times for the appropriate year groups: 
 

The year group your child was in before lockdown Start Finish 

Nursery AM – 8.30am 

PM – 12.15pm 

AM-11.30am 

PM – 3.15pm 

Reception  8.30am 2.30pm 

Year 1 / Year 2 8.45am 2.45pm 

Year 3 / Year 4 / Year 5 9.00am 3.00pm 

 Please be on time to support the smooth running of the school.  

 Please limit drop off and collection to one parent or carer or child-minder 

per household.  

 To ease congestion and minimise social contact, we will be operating a 

strict one-way system for drop off and collection. Please enter via the main 

school gate (as normal) outside Miss Pusztai’s office and exit via the service 

gate on Avon Road. The routes into and out of the school will be clearly 

signposted. Please see the attached map for your reference.  

 When you and your child are waiting outside the classroom for drop off 

and collection, I politely request that you maintain social distancing at all 

times and do not congregate together. We need to consider the safety of 

every member of our school community and the local community. 

 Please ensure you do not allow your child to play and mix in the playground 

at drop off and collection times.  

 No bikes or scooters until further notice.  

 We have always welcomed parents and carers into the building but in 

order to keep everyone safe, this will not be possible unfortunately as we 

are following guidance and restricting visitors into school. If you need to 

communicate with the school office, please try to do this via telephone to 

avoid queuing at the hatch.   



 Please ensure your child/children have everything they need for the day as 

we would like to avoid queues at the hatch bringing in forgotten PE kits, 

glasses, packed lunches etc.  

 Communication with your child’s class teacher will be limited to telephone 

conversations only at the moment. Please contact the school to make an 

appointment should you need to talk to your child’s teacher. I know this will 

be hard as we love talking to you face to face! Hopefully, this won’t be for 

too long. 

School day schedule  

 Children will be kept in their year groups and contact will be avoided with 

other year groups. 

 Although 2m social distancing will not be possible due to the increased 

numbers of children in the classes, maintaining a distance and reducing 

the amount of time we are in face-to-face contact does lower the risk of 

transmission.  

 Classrooms will be set up so that desks are forward facing. 

 Children will be required to wear school uniform. 

 Children will be provided with their own personal stationery packs. No 

pencil cases from home please.  

 Children are allowed to bring in their own bag containing essential items 

only. These include: packed lunch, reading books and PE kit. 

 Hands will be cleaned more often than usual. We have developed routines 

to ensure the children understand when and how to wash their hands. 

Pupils will be required to wash/sanitise their hands on a regular basis; we 

have ample stock of antibacterial handwash and sanitiser.   

 We will ensure the children understand good respiratory hygiene by 

promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach and we will ensure a good 

supply of tissues and bins throughout the school. 

 An enhanced cleaning schedule will be implemented ensuring surfaces 

touched by children and staff are cleaned regularly and throughout the 

day.  

 Current guidance for Primary schools states that children and staff will not 

be required to wear masks.  

 For the first month all children, will be eating packed lunches. If your child 

is on school dinners or is entitled to a free school meal, this will take the form 

of a school packed lunch. All lunches will be eaten in the classroom or 

outdoors if the weather permits. This is to minimise the movement of 

children around the site and reduce the use of the school hall.  Children 



will be given choices of sandwich. If your child usually has a school dinner 

but you would like them to be provided with a packed lunch from home, 

this is not a problem. Please email swilson@newcomen.rac.sch.uk and we 

will make the necessary arrangements. School meals will be reviewed at 

the end of the month as I fully appreciate the benefit of a hot and hearty 

meal when the colder weather sets in.  

 Drinking water will be readily available to children throughout the day.  

 Lunch times will be staggered.  

 The children will play in designated zones at lunch time and break time. 

 There will be outdoor handwashing stations available to the children to 

access during play time and lunch time.  

 To avoid year groups mixing, there will unfortunately be no breakfast club, 

after school clubs, school trips or large events held within school. Of course, 

this will be reviewed in-line with any updated government guidance.  

 Please ensure that any medication such an inhalers are in date and in 

school. 

 If you have any queries regarding your child’s medication, please get in 

touch with Mrs Lamb and she will be happy to assist you.  

 The children who are returning to their old Y5 teacher and classroom should 

wear their yellow polo shirts!   

 Please be aware that there will be some building work taking place at 

school at the start of term. Scaffolding has been erected while 

maintainance work is completed on the school roof. Please be vigilant 

when moving around the school site at all times.  

Attendance 

 In March, when the coronavirus outbreak was increasing, the government 

made it clear no parent or carer would be penalised for their child’s non-

attendance at school. Now the circumstances have changed, the 

government has stressed that it is vital for all children to return to school to 

minimise, as far as possible, the longer-term impact of the pandemic on 

children’s education, wellbeing and wider development. 

 School attendance will therefore be mandatory again from the beginning 

of the autumn term. Schools starts for all the children on Tuesday 1st 

September.  

 Shielding advice for all adults and children ceased on 1st August.  This 

means that even the small number of pupils who will remain on the 

shielded patient list, can also return to school as can those who have 

family members who were shielding.  



COVID- 19 – Government and Scientific Advice  

Although there is no doubt that the spread of the COVID-19 virus is diminishing, 

it is absolutely essential, for the sake of the entire Newcomen Primary School 

community, that we are still extremely vigilant and mindful of the threat that 

this virus still poses. Government Guidelines still strongly advocate social 

distancing where possible and we all have our role to play in this both within 

the school community and wider community. What happens in the 

community impacts directly on what happens in school.  

 

Please remember we should still be: 

 Washing hands for 20 seconds regularly is one of the best ways to protect 

yourself and your children.  

 Using hand sanitiser (at least 60% alcohol) if soap and water aren’t 

available. 

 Maintaining social distancing and staying 2m apart where possible or 1m 

with additional measures such as, wearing a face covering, being behind 

a screen, not talking face-to-face. When you are in businesses/public 

premises, follow the advice on site. 

 Trying not to touch your face (mouth, nose, eyes) with your hands. 

 If you touch objects such as a door handle, try not to touch your face 

especially the eyes.  

 Using a tissue if you cough or sneeze, then bin it and wash your hands. If 

you don’t have a tissue, use the crook of your arm. Catch it, Bin it, Kill it! 

 

What are the main symptoms? 

 A high temperature – 37.8c or above.  

 A new and persistent cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an 

hour, or 3 or more prolonged coughing episodes in 24 hours.  

 Loss of sense of taste or smell.  

What should you do if you have symptoms? 

 Self-isolate immediately and book a test straight away 

How do I get tested? 

 You can book a test online at:  https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test 

 Or you can call 119 and book over the phone 

 

Following these simple steps will help stop the spread of Coronavirus. 

Remember your symptoms can be mild, so you could be spreading the virus 

without knowing it. You have the power to help keep your family, friends and 

loved ones safe. 

https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test

