
Monday 4th January 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I dearly hope you are all keeping well and that you have had a peaceful family Christmas 

with your precious children.  To those, who have been in contact over the last week 

confirming positive cases, please know we are thinking of you. 

 

On 30th December 2020, our community, along with 24 million people in England, was 

placed in Tier 4: (Stay at Home) under the strictest restrictions. 

 

The current global pandemic means there is no risk-free option for schools and throughout 

this extremely challenging time, school leaders have had to balance so many issues whilst 

achieving the best outcomes for our children. I know you know me well.  It has always been 

my strong belief that children should be in school for their educational benefit and wider 

well-being. However, this must be in an environment that is safe for them (and their families) 

and for our dedicated staff (and their families) who work tirelessly with our children.  

 

Under Tier 4 restrictions, we have several staff members who are deemed ‘clinically, 

extremely vulnerable’ and are being asked to shield at home. We also have several staff 

members, who are ‘clinically vulnerable’ with underlying life-affecting medical conditions.  

Given the staffing level, the high levels of infection nationally and the new more highly 

transmissible variant of the virus, I strongly believe in my duty of care to the whole school 

community, that the safest place for our children for at least until 18th January 2021, is at 

home undertaking remote learning.  This is a very difficult decision to make and not one 

that I take lightly.  The science indicates that this is the correct decision to minimise risks to 

those in schools and to safeguard public health. I take my responsibility as Headteacher 

extremely seriously and will always put the well-being and safety of our children, our families, 

our governors, our staff and the local community first.  

 

Redcar & Cleveland Local Authority supports schools in making any decision regarding 

safety of the school community. 

 

The Government’s Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) and Independent 

Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (iSage) both show that the pandemic in England 

is now at the most threatening stage of the entire year – worse than March 2020. A new 

variant of COVID-19 (B117) has since shown to be more transmissible. The greater 

transmissibility of B117 has tipped us into a new pandemic. We are no longer in the same 

pandemic as we were in December.   

 

Newcomen Primary School’s Home Learning (Seesaw) 

Seesaw was successfully used by several year groups last term. Although nothing can 

replace face-to-face teaching with your child’s teacher, Seesaw offers effective and direct 

two-way communication between your child and their teacher where personalised 



feedback can be provided on all the work they submit. Until further notice, all learning will 

be accessed via this platform.   

 

 

Today, Monday 4th January 2021, all staff are busy preparing the home learning packs for 

your children. These packs are individually named in envelopes and will be ready for 

collection on Tuesday 5th January 2021 for KS2 families (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6). 

All the rest of the school will be ready for collection from Wednesday 6th January. You will 

find the home learning packs in large, clearly labelled plastic containers near the benches 

at the front of the school.  Should it be raining, these will be under the canopy in reception. 

Please at all times be mindful of social distancing. If your child is in a year group that has 

not accessed home learning previously (Nursery, Year 1, Year 3 and Year 4), I will ensure 

their login details are included in their packs. Please help yourself to a pencil if you need 

one. If your child has previously accessed Seesaw (Reception, Year 2, Year 5 and Year 6), 

your child should still have their home learning book at home. Any home learning books 

that were left in trays before Christmas have been placed in their named envelopes. Should 

this have been misplaced at home, please help yourself to another home learning book 

from the container.  

 

Key Workers  

As previously stated, given the current situation, the high levels of infection nationally and 

the new more transmissible strain of the virus, the safest place for the children is at home.  

We expect you to make arrangements for your own children to be looked after within your 

support bubble. However, if this is not possible, please telephone school as a matter of 

urgency today before 4pm or first thing in the morning to see if you qualify for a key worker 

place. Please note both parents/partners have to be key workers.   Please remember that 

this is a time in which we all need to prioritise the health and safety of those who we hold 

dear. The fewer children making the journey to school and the fewer children in 

educational settings, the lower the risk that the new strain of this virus can spread.  

 

As more information is released, I will share this with you. Please know the school is always 

here for you and should you require anything at all, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

 

Please take care and stay well.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Kinga Pusztai 

Headteacher 

Newcomen Primary School  


