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Thursday 11th February 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I dearly hope you are all keeping well. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you, our wonderful Newcomen Family, for all you have done over the last six weeks 
of remote learning. This has been an incredibly difficult and testing period for 
everyone. However, by working together as one and putting the needs of the children 
as an absolute priority, we have made the best of the current situation and I would 
like to express my sincere thanks. 

The children are our most precious asset and everything we do is for them; they 
deserve the very best.  Although none of us would have predicted last year that we 
would be learning remotely, I feel strongly that given the circumstances, our remote 
learning provides our children with many wonderful learning opportunities.  The 
children should all be commended for their hard work and perseverance. The 
Newcomen mentality of believing, achieving and succeeding always shines through.  
I have had the pleasure of looking at many of the posts on Seesaw and they have 
filled me with pride and joy. Well done to our children for their work ethic, dedication 
and resilience!  

Your ability to provide compassion and stability to your children over the course of 
this pandemic is a testament to your inner-strength. You have put the emotional well-
being of your children at the forefront of all the support you have given them at home. 
You are doing a great job!  To all the parents and carers who are working from home 
and balancing their professional responsibilities with trying to support your children’s 
educational needs, I would like to say a particular thank you. This is far from easy 
and I’m acutely aware of the pressures you are facing. Please take comfort from the 
fact that not only are you doing a wonderful job supporting your children at home, but 
you are also protecting the community by reducing the number of children in school. 

We are blessed with the most outstanding and remarkable team of individuals at 
Newcomen. Our fabulous admin team, inspiring support staff and dedicated teachers 
work tirelessly to provide the very best for our children. This is not easy at the best of 
times but is even more demanding during this pandemic. I am sure you will echo my 
sentiments that we are very lucky to have so many individuals go above and beyond 
on a daily basis, who strive for the absolute best and who do everything with a smile 
on their face. Our remote education offer is constantly under review to ensure we 
meet the needs of our school community and set realistic expectations for our staff.  



Last week, 6,700 items were posted on Seesaw and 7,500 feedback comments were 
made by staff. This is an incredible level of engagement and we are so grateful to our 
families and staff for their dedication. We have been overwhelmed with the positive 
emails and phone calls praising school for our engaging provision and support. 
During ‘normal’ times, a teacher takes work home to mark after school.  Balancing 
home commitments, teachers tend to mark at night or at the weekend. With our 
remote learning, teachers are doing exactly the same.  This is to enable them to keep 
up-to-date with their marking and comments.  There is absolutely no expectation for 
you to respond to their posts on an evening; it is just their way of managing their 
workload.  Thank you for showing our staff the kindness and gratitude they deserve.  

I would like to take the opportunity to thank our wonderful Governing Board. Over the 
course of this pandemic many difficult and challenging decisions have had to be 
made on a regular basis. As you can appreciate, this has been extremely challenging 
to our committed leadership team.  Without the support of our Governing Board, we 
would not be able to do what we do. They are a remarkable group of selfless 
individuals who volunteer their time and energy to making sure the children of 
Newcomen Primary School get the very best deal.  

Newcomen Primary School is always here for you and I take absolute pride in our 
Newcomen Family ethos. Please just take each day as it comes as brighter days are 
not too far ahead.   

School breaks up tomorrow for the half term break.  Please be aware that teaching 
staff will not be posting on Seesaw over the half term break; I think we all agree that 
you, the children and the staff deserve a rest.   I wish you a safe and restful half-term 
with your wonderful families.  

Warmest wishes, 

 

Miss Pusztai  

 

  

 


