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Covid-19 ‘Catch up’ 

In June 2020, a £1 billion fund for education was announced by the government.  The 

catch-up premium is funded on a per pupil basis at £80 per pupil. This will be based on the 

previous year’s census and will not include Nursery numbers, meaning Newcomen Primary 

School has received its first payment of £6760 with additional payments to follow. Spending 

of this money will be down to schools to allocate as they see best. To support schools to 

make the best use of this funding, the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) has 

published a support guide for schools with evidence-based approaches to catch up for all 

students. This research will be considered closely when making any strategic decisions.  

The mental, physical and economic impact of COVID-19 has brought about an 

unpredictable amount of challenges, affecting every family within our school community. 

This has manifested itself in different ways and therefore it is crucial that, as a school, we 

re-establish routines and reconnect pupils with their learning.  

Spending: 

At Newcomen Primary School, this money will be used in order to: 
 

• Provide funding for afterschool 1-1 / small group tuition for pupils identified as needing 

“catch up” in their learning. To commence after Easter 2021. 

• Purchase curriculum resources and materials to support pupil’s academic development.  

o Contribution towards the provision of iPads/Laptops to enable greater access for 

pupils to enhance learning. 

o Contribution towards software site licenses for pupils to enhance learning at home 

and school. 

o Contribution towards guided reading books and phonics materials. 

o Speech and language resources for Early Years  

• Provide funding to support the mental health and well-being of the pupils through Time For 

You Counselling.   

• Provide funding for monitoring systems associated with assessment and attendance by 

utilising Anthony Colin Data Services. 

• Provided funding for quality Professional Development opportunities by procuring World 

Education Summit digital learning over a 365 day period. 

 

The national broad aims for “catch up”: 
 

• By the end of the 2021-22 year, attainment outcomes for all year groups will be broadly in 

line with those at the end of the 2019-20 year. 

• The mental health needs of pupils that have arisen as a result of the pandemic are met 

and supported by the school. 

Catch Up at Newcomen Primary School is 

(For all children) 

• Focus on consolidation of basic skills. The core skills which enable successful learning will 

require increased curriculum time across all year groups.  
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• Additional lesson time on core teaching. Reading, writing and maths teaching will require 

increased teaching time in order to cover missed learning. In order to keep a broad and 

balanced curriculum, some subject areas may be taught as blocked days rather than 

weekly lessons. 

• Particular focus on early reading and phonics. This is always a focus in the school and will 

continue to be so in order to develop children’s reading ability and vocabulary. 

• Assessment for learning and of basic skills to identify major gaps. Teachers will work to 

identify gaps in learning and adapt teaching accordingly. 

• Time spent on mental health, wellbeing and social skills development. This will be at the 

core of all catch up work as many children will have not been in formal school setting for a 

number of months. 

 (For some children) 

• Additional support and focus on basic core skills. Teaching staff to work with small, 

identified groups after school – dependent on need as identified through ongoing 

assessment. 

• Additional time to practise basic skills. This will be dependent on the need of children in 

order to re-establish good progress in the essentials (phonics and reading, increasing 

vocabulary, writing and mathematics) and there will be flexibility on timetables to allow 

this. 

• Time spent on mental health, wellbeing and social skills development. Particularly 

vulnerable children working on a one-to-one basis with Time For You Counselling Services.  

Catch up at Newcomen Primary School IS NOT: 
 

• Cramming missed learning 

• Pressuring children and families into rapid learning 

• Teachers’ time spent highlighting missed objectives 

• Teachers’ time spent ticking off assessment points and extra tracking 

 

Education Endowment Fund (EEF) Recommendations 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Training and support to 

prepare teachers for the New 

Academic Year  

Professional Development 

Opportunities and resourcing 

to support the 

implementation of recovery 

curriculum  

Ensuring teachers have 

training and support to adjust 

to structural and 

organisational changes. 

Additional support for early 

career teachers 

Developing Pupil assessment  

Assessing and Monitoring 

Pupil Progress. 

Family and pastoral support  

Supporting parents and 

carers wellbeing  

Accessing technology and 

resources at home during 

prolonged isolations 

One to one and small group 

tuition 

Small group and additional 

intervention work  

Extended time in school  
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